Chapter 5
Ireland

I. History and Tradition
	We can know the past only through the materials left behind and that we need to learn to interpret those materials. Many of the materials of the past have themselves been interpreted, consciously and unconsciously, for good and bad reasons, before they reach us, so it is important for us to understand the processes that mould them.

II. Eric Hobsbawm  & the Invention of Tradition
	Many political and religious movements use tradition to validate themselves; the traditions they draw on are not necessarily those understood by historians through a dispassionate analysis of the past, but are specific interpretations of the past invoked for a particular purpose. Accounts of the past are moulded by people and movements in the present to serve their own needs. One way we may describe this is as ‘the invention of tradition’, using the word invention to mean not something conjured out of nothing, but something crafted.

III. Irish Nationalisms
A. Nationalism is an idea and movement that promotes the interests of a particular nation, especially with the aim of gaining and maintaining the nation's sovereignty over its homeland.
B. The term “nationalism” is generally used to describe two phenomena: 
1. the attitude that the members of a nation have when they care about their national identity
2. the actions that the members of a nation take when seeking to achieve (or sustain) self-determination
C. In contemporary Ireland, nationalism survives in two forms, not entirely compatible with one another:
1. The movement dedicated to reuniting the six counties that make up Northern Ireland (which is part of the United Kingdom) with the 26 counties that make up the Republic of Ireland
2. The political parties in the Republic of Ireland that grew out of the nationalist struggle in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to secure independence from the United Kingdom, which was achieved by the treaty of 1921
	Both manifestations of nationalism have strong links with the Catholic church and avowedly republican (i.e. anti-monarchist) policies.

IV. Political Nationalism
	Since the late eighteenth century there had been concern among Irish patriots – both Protestants and Catholics – that government from London and in the interests of the Anglo-Irish landlords was oppressive.
A. Daniel O’Connell (1775–1847), a lawyer, mobilised a mass movement in favour of extending to Catholics the civil rights that Protestants had. O’Connell’s aim was to secure for Ireland political independence by peaceful means.
1. The campaign reached fruition in 1829 with the Catholic Emancipation Act.
2. Later, he devoted himself to campaigning to repeal the Act of Union between Britain and Ireland.

V. Cultural Nationalism
A. Thomas Davis (1814–1845), and a group of others known as ‘Young Ireland’, founded The Nation newspaper in 1842 to campaign for the preservation and encouragement of a distinctively Irish folk culture which they saw as essential to the existence of a sense of nationhood among the Irish. For them, national independence carried with it the prospect of moral reform and the uplifting of the souls of the Irish people. Davis also campaigned for education about Ireland’s past and for the preservation of its monuments. For much of the nineteenth century cultural nationalists shared one common goal: to establish that the peoples of Ireland had a rich and ancient culture which justified their sense of nationhood.
B. George Petrie believed that Ireland’s claim to nationhood rested on its immemorial religion and culture. He had a passionate desire to know more about the Irish past, taking the view that Irish civilisation had been destroyed by the English and that it was essential to understand what had been lost by studying the landscape, place names, bardic writings and antiquities. He held that social unrest was caused by ignorance and that revealing the wealth of Ireland’s history and culture would bring a new age of civilisation. He also wanted to separate historical fact from myth, pioneered the ‘scientific’ study of archaeology in Ireland.
C. Douglas Hyde was one of a group of scholars who, in 1893, founded the Gaelic League (Conradh na Gaelige) to revive the language. Its use had started to decline significantly after the establishment in 1831 of a nationwide system of elementary education under which all teaching was carried out in the English language.
D. W.B. Yeats is the most famous member of the Anglo-Irish literary revival. With Lady Gregory, he founded the Abbey Theatre in Dublin in 1904. The aim of many of those active in the Anglo-Irish revival was to revive and reinterpret in English the culture of Gaelic Ireland, especially its mythology and in particular the legend of Cú Chulainn.
VI. Militaristic Nationalism: The Easter Rising of 1916
	The Easter Rising broke out in Dublin on April 24th, 1916. The rebels comprised an alliance of republican nationalists (the IRB), labour activists (the Irish Citizen Army) and opponents of any Home Rule proposal that involved partition (the Irish Volunteers). Patrick Pearse, a schoolteacher much influenced by the Gaelic League, with a passion for Irish literature and language, and a preoccupation with sacrifice and redemption, was the moving spirit behind both the start of the uprising and the Proclamation of the Republic of Ireland.
Activity (p. 165)
	Turn to Reading 5.3, the Proclamation of the Republic of Ireland. First, think about what kind of document this is by answering the following questions:
1. Who wrote it?
2. Who was the intended audience?
3. When was it written?
4. What type of document is it (public, private, official, published, etc.)?
5. What is its historical context?
6. What comments can you make on specific points in the text?

VII. Yeats’ ‘Easter 1916’
       ‘Easter 1916’, is one of Yeats’s most famous works. It is, as the title indicates, a poem explicitly tied to historical events. Yet it is also a text where the personal and the political intertwine.
Activity (p. 167)
          Turn to Reading 5.5, Yeats’s poem ‘Easter 1916’, and read it at least twice. Then consider the following questions:
1. Would you characterise the poem as ‘traditional’, or dissenting, and why?
2. To what extent do you think the poem supports the Easter Rising?
A. Yeats was writing within the traditions of English poetry.
1. refrain: ‘All changed, changed utterly:/A terrible beauty is born.’
2. rhyming stanzas
B. However, Yeats’s poem also deviates from tradition.
1. repetition: ‘polite meaningless words’
2. half-rhymes such as: ‘gibe’/‘club’, ‘lout’/‘heart’, ‘stream’/‘brim’
3. We should also recognise that the poem implicitly dissents from British rule in Ireland: paradoxically, this is a poem written in English which opposes English rule.
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VIII. After Easter 1916
A. The Consequences of the 1916 Rising
1. The general election for the Westminster Parliament in 1918 produced an overwhelming victory for Sinn Féin in Ireland, which gained over 40 per cent of the Irish votes and 73 MPs who declined to take their seats at Westminster. 
2. The Irish Volunteers, now transformed into the Irish Republican Army (IRA), conducted a war of terror on people and buildings associated with British rule.
3. The suppression of the 1916 Rising had not brought peace to Ireland: many of those who had been sceptical of republican nationalism were converted to the cause by the brutal treatment of the 1916 rebels and the harsh measures taken by the government to suppress the guerrilla War of Independence (1919–21).
4. In 1919 the first Dáil Éireann (Irish parliament) met. This assembly of Sinn Féin MPs was, surprisingly, allowed to sit for six months before being closed down by the British government.
5. The Anglo-Irish peace treaty of 1921 proposed the division of Ireland into a 26-county ‘free state’ and a six-county province which was to remain part of the United Kingdom. The departure of British forces from Ireland in 1922 led to a civil war that lasted until 1923, fought between republicans who opposed the treaty and nationalists who supported it.
6. The civil war was brought to an end by a ceasefire in May 1923, the Free State government having had to resort to the kinds of tactics used by the British government in order to suppress the opponents of the treaty.
B. But how had matters changed between 1916 and 1923?
	The ancient and distinctively Irish past still provided a frame of reference for the nationalists. However, by 1923 there was a new history to nourish the creation myth for the foundation of the Irish state: the tale of the heroes of 1916 and the War of Independence supplied the Irish people with tales of local struggles that allowed everyone to identify themselves with emergent nationalism.

IX. Tradition and Dissent: The Invention of Tradition
Activity (p. 174)
	Turn again to Reading 5.1. How does our discussion of Ireland relate to Hobsbawm’s observations?
Discussion
	We can see elements of all three of Hobsbawm’s types of tradition in the examples we have looked at. 
· In the first instance a common sense of a Gaelic past was a form of cohesion for Irish nationalists in the nineteenth century. 
· The prehistoric and early Christian past undoubtedly gave Irish people a sense of nationhood, both political and cultural, to justify their existence as a state. 
· And the education policies of the new state certainly used a particular vision of the Irish past to socialise its young citizens.
4

